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Year 2, supported brilliantly by Year 1, performed their show the Bee Musical last week.  
Despite the wave of illness which has swept across KS1, the children put on a fantastic 
show.  They had worked so hard and it was lovely that they were able to share that with 
such a wonderful audience.  I would like to thank the staff again for all their hard work in 
making it happen!

Year 3 continued their learning about rivers and the water cycle.  This week they are 
carrying out their own fieldwork study in Oakhill Park.  Wellies may be needed!

You will have noticed Year 4 arriving at school on Friday dressed ready for battle, well 
their Viking Day!  Viking Frieda ran a fantastic workshop in which the children got to try 
out Viking activities in the morning, such as making candles, runes and clay pots.  In the 
afternoon, they became archaeologists using artefacts to find out about the lives of the 
Vikings who lived in Britain.  Thank you so much to the parents who came along to help 
out - the day would not have been possible without you!

Last week one of the Year 5 classes visited 
the Finchley Masjd (the other class went the 
previous week).  The children were given a 
tour of the building and learnt about how 
faith is practiced.  As you would expect the 
children were brilliant; they listened well, 
asked good questions and shared their 
knowledge.   

Year 6 have been finding out about World 
War I; how it started, the nature of warfare 
and the Treaty of Versailles.  This week they 
move on to finding out about World War II.  

This Friday is our Governor Visit 
Day.  Read more about what they 
did and what they found in the 
newsletter next week…

Reception were learning about growing.  They did some 
planting of vegetable scraps to see what will grow!
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Our first platinum cards of 2023 have been awarded!  Children who receive a 
platinum card when they have done something particularly special, gone above 
and beyond or are consistently making the right choices.  

Children who are awarded a Platinum Card will also receive a special postcard 
home with a note from the class teacher.

Congratulations to Adam in Year 5 and Halil in Year 6.  

Staffing Update
You may remember that Ms Dunning was only joining us on a one year contract to 
cover Mrs Sutton’s maternity leave.  This was due to finish at the end of March.  Mrs 
Sutton, whilst really looking forward to rejoining the team,  has decided that she would 
like to extend her maternity leave for a little longer and so Ms Dunning has agreed to 
stay on until the end of the academic year.  

Girls Football Update

On Friday, we said our final goodbyes to 
Mr Chris, however earlier in the week he 
took the girls team to his last game. 
They played against St John's N11 in the 
East Barnet Cup quarter finals. They won 
the match 5-1 and are through to the 
semi-final and will face Akiva. Well done 
to Sophia F, Elina, Alice, Alicja, Zara, 
Chloe and Leyla. A special mention to 
Alicja who received player player of the 
match. 
For all fixtures and scores go to: 
http://monkfrithschool.co.uk/news-info/p
e/ 

The baton now hands to Mr Powell and 
Ms Shah to continue the success.  Thank 
you to the parents who helped with 
transport.  

Cross Country

On Wednesday, Ms Pierides took children 
from Year 4, 5 and 6 to the Barnet Cross 
Country competition in Oakhill Park.  

Well done to Heidi, Isla, Jack, Philip, 
Kaitlyn, Muhsina, Milo, Alfie, Lucia, Alicja, 
Louis and Zekeriya for running to the best 
of their ability.  A particular 
congratulations should go to Lucia in 
Year 6 who came away with the Gold in her 
race!
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Music lesson bookings for the Summer term are now open

If you would like to sign your child up for group recorder lessons with Ms Boden please email the 
office by Friday 10th March.

If you would like to sign your child up for individual/paired guitar or ukulele lessons with Mr 
Hughes please email the office by Friday 10th March.

For music lessons via BEAT please follow the below link to set up an account and enrol, by 17th 
March. 

https://beatrust.org.uk/enrol/school-based-instrumental-lessons/

If your child already has lessons with BEAT, you do not need to re-enrol, BEAT will be in contact 
with you directly about how to pay for the next term.

There is an opportunity for a limited number of children in years 3 - 6 to have a free 15 minute  
trial with our BEAT woodwind teacher. The instruments available for the trial are the flute, clarinet, 
saxophone and recorder. Please email the office by Friday 3rd March for further information.

Planet Protectors!  

Planet Protectors have been working hard around the school. They are responsible for 
turning off unnecessary lights, reminding their teachers not to leave the whiteboard on 
and many have been picking up litter around school at lunchtimes.
They were recently asked to think of environmental ideas that we could promote at 
school. They have come up with some fabulous suggestions including:

● Having a compost bin for fruit waste
● Encouraging people to walk to school
● Asking people to use reusable boxes rather than plastic bags in their lunch 

boxes
● Collecting rainwater to water the plants in the summer
● Designing posters to put around school with ideas to help save the planet

We will be looking at which of their ideas we could work on over the next few months.

Meet the Author…

Alongside a the newsletter today, you will receive a letter 
about the visit of Banji Alexander, an author who writes 
books for children.   He will be visiting school and talking to 
the children.  There is also the chance to buy a copy of the 
book and have it signed by the man himself!  If you wish to 
reserve a copy of the book, then you have until Monday 21st 
March.  See the letter for more details.
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It was lovely to see so many children (and 
adults) enjoy dressing up as their 
favourite characters on World Book Day.  



The Spring Competition
The Spring Competition is a Monkfrith tradition and an opportunity 
for the school community to take part in the same project.

This year the competition is a little bit different.  All the children will 
have the chance to contribute towards a specially commissioned 
whole school song about our school, the children and the 
community.  

What is special about Monkfrith?  

Everyone needs to write 4-5 lines about Monkfrith.  You could write 
them as sentences or make it into a short poem.

Think about what is special about our school, what you enjoy and 
what makes children who come here unique!

Then some of the children will be chosen, (along with songwriter Mr 
Folan), to use these ideas and turn them into a whole school song 
which we will perform at the end of the year.  

Please write your sentences on a separate sheet of paper along with 
your name and class and hand it to your class teacher.  

The deadline for your entry is Wednesday 22nd March.   

I will update you about the process in the newsletter over the coming 
weeks.  

We can’t wait to see what fantastic ideas you have.  Good luck!



Attendance

Whole 
School 91%

Reception 90%

Year 1 82%

Year 2 78%

Year 3 97%

Year 4 97%

Year 5 96%

Year 6 97%

4 days off school over 
the year.

100%

98%

96%

95%

94%

90%

85%

Week commencing:

27th February 2023

7 days off school over 
the year.

9 days off school over 
the year.

11 days off school over 
the year.

20 days off school over 
the year.

30 days off school over 
the year.

If you choose to take holiday during term time, you could face a fixed penalty notice.  
Details can be found here.  

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/legal-action-to-enforce-school-attendance


Key Dates for Spring Term 2023

Monday 6th March - KS2 Dance Club to the Dance Festival

Monday 6th March to Friday 17th March - Year 5 Swimming lessons

Monday 13th March to Friday 17th March - Science Week

Wednesday 15th to Thursday 16th March - Planned Industrial Action by NEU

Wednesday 22nd March - SEN Coffee Morning, Authori Visit pm

Monday 27th March to Friday 31st April - Neurodiversity Week

Friday 31st March - Break up 2pm

Summer Term 2023

Monday 17th April - School starts back at normal time

Thursday 4th May to Friday 5th May - Year 4 One Night Residential 

Monday 8th May - School Closed for King’s Coronation

Tuesday 9th May - Friday 12th May - KS2 SATs week for Year 6

Thursday 11th May - Year 3 to the Natural History Museum

Sunday 14th May - Friday 19th May - Year 6 Residential to the Isle of Wight

Monday 29th June to Friday 2nd June - Half Term

Monday 5th June - INSET 4

Thursday 8th June - Year 2 to London Zoo

Monday 19th June - Sports Week

Wednesday 28th June - Year 5 to Capel Manor

Monday 3rd July to Thursday 6th July - Whole School Spelling Bee!

Friday 7th July - INSET 5

Friday 21st July - Break up 2pm

Autumn Term 2023

Monday 4th September - INSET Day

Tuesday 5th September - First day of school


